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Gradual urban decay affected the area in the 1970s, but today the neighborhood is once
again an eclectic mix of income levels and backgrounds.
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Ridgely's Delight is served by George Washington Elementary School and Diggs-
Johnson Middle School. While the elementary school has met Maryland state proficiency
levels in both reading and mathematics, the middle school has not. The area was
formerly served by Southwestern High School, but since its closing, students now attend
the Augusta Fells Savage Institute of Visual Arts, which has a graduation rate of above
85 percent.

Shopping /I With the exception of Baltimore Chop, a bookstore and coffee shop,
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Transportation // Most residents use cars as their main source of transportation.
Residents are allowed permits to park on the streets that are prohibited to the general
public, however parking is still an issue. There is also easy access to bus lines and the
light rail.

Dining In // Grocery stores are a drawback. Ridgely's Mini Mart is the only neighborhood
grocery store and it offers only basic necessities. According to Mark James, president of
the Ridgely's Delight Association, a wider selection is available at Shopper's Food
Warehouse in Federal Hill or the Super Fresh on North Charles Street.

Dining Out // Although many of the pubs in the neighborhood offer hearty pub fare,
there are other options. Quigley's Half-Irish Pub will offer Irish and Peruvian fusion fare
starting March 16 and Penn Street Tavern offers Caribbean cuisine.

Nightlife // Because of their proximity to Camden Yards and M&T Bank Stadium, area
pubs and restaurants, such as Camden Pub, Pickles Pub and Quigley's Pub can be
crowded and loud during baseball and football seasons. "The residents learn to accept
that," says James. "Most like the energy that is felt when a sports season begins."

Recreation // In addition to the stadiums, Ridgely's Delight is home to a few attractions,
including the Babe Ruth Birthplace and Orioles Museum.

On the south end of the neighborhood, Conway Park is the site of many neighborhood
activities including Jazz in the Park and a city-sponsored National Night Out. A new
playground was completed recently in the northern section of the neighborhood. The
Baltimore Chop also has live entertainment.

brad.schleicher@baltsun.com
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